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N paorficular « it's | the
collection of high-end
porfable voluables,
such as watches, pens
and jewelny That are
enjoyingnotjust the atrention of
the Lion City's inhabitants, but
alsa of international collectors.
Beoguse of this, Singopare has
now become one of Asia's fop
destinations for collectors.

much ol fhiss surge dm the
collectibles market is due o
theinfarast ond parseverance
of collectors who! are furning
their hoblkies into businesses.
Jonathon Tee and his, sisfer
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1 anfigues.

Annie are fwo such collectors

who hayve dane just thai.
Beginning i in 1221, selling
old ! clocks: "and
curios, their store, Passions. is
now one of Singopore's fop
heirlocom watch specialists. For

| Jonathan, the name, Passions.

reflects his awn life-lang love
for the business.

[ have! el Usay | thai!l
| really began in this ling as

a teenager” sovs Tee. ''As
a Moung man | wias, always
inferesfed in the machanical
side of everything and was
always pulling things like radiaos,
wiatches ‘and bicycles apart.

“live always seen watches as
being a guy's jewelry item
and'a status symbol, so when
| got my first antique watch it

wias only natural for me to be
attracted to it from not only a
mechanical point of view, but
also'anassthetic one.”

The love! of! the mechanical
side’ of his @ first | cntigue
timepiece | began | his' sfudy
of its insides, which was then
complemented by his study of
product design at polyfechnic.
Tee then fraveled extensively
— Yin fthe daoys before the
internet that was the only way
to do it" - scourng classified
cdvertisements | in | foreign
countries for each oddition to
his antiaus watch collection.

By 1921, Tee fnally put his
hobby toc work, cpening his first
siore. Today Passions s one of
the best plocesin Singapore fo
gither starf a new collection an
enlarge an exisfing one. Here
you'll find a range. of viniage,
new dnd | pre-owned waich
bBrands with | prices | ranging
fram s low s USE300 all the
way up o US$H150,000.

Butifyou're going tospend that
much meney on o collectible,
then yvou'll be pretty keen 1o
make sure (fs aufheniic. | ko
this, [Singapore’s | reputation
is Cimmmaculate. ) Stores) | like
Possions need fo be licensed
by the government.

The ‘colector's market in
Singapore is growing all the
fime with the establishment

assion for
he collect

Singapere's reputation for shopping, and passion for

brand names, are well known. But it's the city's fast-arowing
collector's market that has recently beean getfing all the reviews.

€

of stores like  Passions, which
toke their hobbies very,, very
serously. Passions, and, others
ike it become meeting ploces
for collectors, complete with
mini librares and catabases for
ihe bensfit of their cusiomers.

U think that the increase in
stores like ours in Singapore s
mainly dug to fhe educalion
sysfem we have here” says
Tee. "In developed countries
we are able to see the true
velues of items. rather than just
looking for the guick profif.

PASSIONS
Funan Digltallfe Mall #02-
20422, Tel: [65] 4334 223]
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